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Art fairs are a great way to 
simultaneously discover 
the work of new artists and 
enhance one’s knowledge 
of art by browsing through 
masterpieces from senior, 
established artists. Yet, as 
most art fairs are spread 
across vast areas, they can 
be quite overwhelming. 
This is the reason for the 
genesis of Artix, referred 
to as India’s first hotel art 
fair. Having just completed 
its fourth edition on August 
2 and 3 at The Claridges 
Hotel, New Delhi, Artix 
promises the confluence 
of young, emerging artis-
tic talent with established 
artists in a backdrop of art 
meeting luxury.

“Breaking away from tra-
ditional presentations, Ar-
tix has reimagined the 
art-viewing experience. 
Each room at this edition 
told a distinct story, as it 
was curated by individual 
galleries, artists and show-
rooms to reflect their artis-
tic expression. It offered 
to take collectors, curators 
and connoisseurs on a one-
of-a-kind journey across 

diverse artistic mediums 
and narratives,” explain 
curators Payal Kapoor, 
Malvika Poddar and Sethu 
Vaidyanathan, who are also 
co-founders of the annual 
event.

In attendance for the tra-
ditional lamp-lighting cer-
emony were dignitaries like 
the German Ambassador 
Dr. Philipp Ackermann, for-
mer Additional Solicitor 
General of India Parag 
Tripathi, renowned artist 
Bratin Khan and acclaimed 
author Prayag Shukla. This 
was followed by a curatorial 
walkthrough led by Jyoti 
Kathpalia, offering guests 
an insider’s view into the 
creative vision and themes 
behind the curation of Ar-
tix 4.0. 

Throughout the day, at-
tendees engaged in speaker 
sessions on art which fos-
tered dialogue between 
artists, collectors and cul-
tural thought leaders. The 
distinguished guests in-
cluded Kumar Mangalam 
Birla, Nitasha Nanda, Lekha 
Poddar, Abha Modi, Aruna 
Oswal, Dr. Alka Pande, Vin-
ita Jain and Vikram Baidya-
nath, among others.

There was also an impres-
sive lineup of art galleries, 
solo artists, as well as tex-
tiles, accessories and jew-
ellery brands at Artix 4.0. 
These included Gallery Vi-
sion Art, Arushi Arts, Ar-
trise Art, Centre for Culture 
and Art, Art & You, 108 

Art Projects, CCA X The 
Ardee School, The Aart Or-
chard,  Prarthana Modi, 
Parnika Mittal,  Bahaar 
Dhawan Rohatgi, Akansha 
Chaturvedi, Shruti Gupta 
Kasna, Aanchal Garg, Ta-
ranaksh (Banarasi), Tarina 
(Jamdani), Aadyam Hand-
woven, Dharki (Chand-
eri), Baroque by Samiksha 
Chowdhary, Lotus Art De 
Vivre and others. 

Kapoor refers to Artix as 
a “Groundbreaking annual 
initiative that transforms 
hotel rooms into beautiful-
ly curated art salons.” Pod-
dar adds, “These unique 
spaces offer a captivating 

fusion of Indian and inter-
national visual and textile 
art, sculpture, jewellery 
and collectibles, within a 
luxurious and interactive 
setting. The Artix experi-
ence is immersive, intel-
lectually stimulating and 
leisurely, promoting natu-
ral exchanges between gal-
leries, artists, connoisseurs, 
hotel residents and visitors. 
Each event is expertly cu-
rated and vibrantly diverse, 
showcasing the best of In-
dia’s magnificent art forms 
alongside a rich selection of 
international talent. Artix 
caters to every collector and 
art lover, offering a spec-

trum of works from the ex-
travagant to the affordable.”

When asked to share their 
best tips and tricks to make 
the most of one’s visit to this 
contemporary Indian art 
fair, Vaidyanathan shares: 
“Artix redefines art galler-
ies by turning hotel rooms 
into art salons, and has 
become a rage among art 
lovers and collectors. It’s a 
time for the national capital 
to turn into a reverberant 
canvas of creativity. Artix 
takes the Indian artistic 
landscape to newer heights 
through its global showcase 
of art blended finely with 
indigenous traditions. The 

unique feature of this art 
fair is that it is no regular 
art gallery. Its unique hotel 
room format paves the way 
for creating a more intimate 
space for art viewers to in-
teract with the art, artists 
and gallerists. It is a presen-
tation of aesthetics and art 
under one roof.”

Further, Kapoor and Pod-
dar say, “The latest 2025 
edition of Artix featured a 
diverse lineup of partici-
pants, which included re-
nowned artists, debut art-
ists and global artisans. A 
strong presence of designer 
labels and textile names 
was also there, as was tra-

ditional fabric artwork 
of India, such as Jamdani 
and Chikankari. In addi-
tion, visitors found themed 
installations that blended 
luxury craftsmanship and 
visual art. Hence, this edi-
tion of Artix strived toward 
craft revival by throwing 
light on the evolving art 
market of India. Whether 
you are an art connoisseur 
or a first-time visitor, we 
believe Artix is the one-stop 
contemporary Indian art 
fair you need to visit.”

Summarising the charms 
of Artix, Kapoor shares, 
“Artix is an art fair with a 
twist where the hotel room 

becomes an art space where 
the buyer and seller can get 
to know each other and 
imagine art like it would 
adorn their own spaces. 
It’s more intimate than the 
usual art fairs where the 
eye does not get a break 
easily. The luxurious feel 
relaxes both the buyer and 
the seller.”

Poddar adds,  “Artix 
blends luxury with art, 
transforming hotel rooms 
into unique gallery spaces. 
This distinctive hotel art 
fair offers an intimate set-
ting, allowing buyers and 
sellers to connect, fostering 
a relaxed atmosphere that 
enhances the appreciation 
of art. The event explores 
the intersection where lux-
ury meets creativity, creat-
ing a sophisticated platform 
for art enthusiasts and col-
lectors.”

Vaidyanathan ends with, 
“Artix is more than just an 
event. It’s a manifestation 
of exquisitely selected art-
work, live installations and 
experiences that reshape 
the contours of the field of 
art and pave the way for an 
era in which artistic talent 
has no bounds. The unique 
showcase spaces enable a 
dynamic display of the art-
ists’ innovative spirit and 
their creations.”

Noor Anand Chawla pens life-
style articles for various pub-
lications and her blog www.
nooranandchawla.com. 

Artix 4.0 shines a light on India’s artistic talent in a unique setting

As the nation ob-
served both In-
dependence Day 

and Janmashtami, two oc-
casions deeply woven into 
our historical and cultural 
fabric, there was much to 
celebrate: the courage of 
our freedom fighters, the 
unity of our people, the 
freedoms hard won, and 
the timeless inspiration of 
the Gita’s teachings that 
continue to guide and uplift 
us.

Yet even amid that cel-
ebration, it was worth 
pausing to reflect: India’s 
political freedom of 1947 
remains incomplete with-
out the Gita’s call for inner 
liberation. True indepen-
dence demands both spiri-
tual freedom and liberty of 
thought. This year’s rare 
occurrence of Indepen-
dence Day and Janmashta-
mi on consecutive days car-
ried a deeper symbolism: 
the nation’s well-being and 
true religiosity are insepa-
rable. 

Independence came first, 
Janmashtami followed. It 
was a sign: outer freedom 
is easier and comes earlier; 

inner liberation is harder, 
yet far more important. 
This rare coincidence was 
not accidental. As there 
was no gap between In-
dependence Day and Jan-
mashtami, there was no 
real gap between the na-
tion’s well-being and true 
religiosity. It was as if time 
itself was speaking to us, 
reminding us that political 
freedom and inner freedom 
must stand together.

Breaking the 
Chains Outside and 
Inside
Independence Day marked 
freedom from foreign rule; 
Janmashtami reminded us 
of Krishna’s call to break 
free from the compulsions 
of the mind. Both free-
doms are essential, and 
one without the other is 
incomplete.

Independence Day re-
minded us of one op-
pressor, the British, and 
they were outside us. Jan-
mashtami confronted us 
with six oppressors, the 
‘shad-ripu’ of lust, anger, 
greed, delusion, pride, and 
envy, and all of them are 
within.

The Inner Enemies 
We Ignore
Political independence 
ended external domination 
but did not free us from 
the slavery of greed, fear, 
and ignorance. Without 
conquering these inner 
enemies, even rights and 
freedoms can be misused to 
deepen bondage.

Across the world we saw 
this: where inner liberation 
is absent but outer free-
doms abound, people often 
act recklessly in the name 
of free will. The Gita tells 
us that true freedom is ac-
tion rooted in clarity, not in 
compulsion. When inner 
liberation is absent, outer 
freedom can even turn dan-
gerous. A person enslaved 
by fear, greed, or delusion 
will misuse his rights to 
tighten his own chains.

The Battle Within 
Precedes the 
Battle Outside
On the battlefield of Kuruk-
shetra, Krishna did not tell 
Arjuna to escape the fight, 
nor to fight out of anger. 
He called for action free 
of bondage, that is libera-
tion. Without it, even a po-
litically free nation cannot 
achieve its potential.

Before  the  e ighteen 
days of battle came eigh-
teen chapters of the Gita: 
scripture before weapon, 
knowledge before action. 
Arjuna was not paralysed 
by the enemy outside but 
by his fear and attachment 
within. Krishna first gave 
him clarity, then asked him 
to fight. Knowledge must 
precede action; otherwise, 
even the bravest warrior 
falters.

The Cost of 
Forgetting the 
Gita: When Inner 
Wisdom is Lost
Liberty of thought is insep-
arable from spiritual lib-
eration. You cannot be in-
wardly free yet outwardly 
a slave to borrowed ideas. 
Nor can you think freely 
if you are bound by fear, 
prejudice, or unexamined 
belief. Liberation and lib-

erty go hand in hand. Na-
tions fall when they forget 
the Gita’s message. We had 
the numbers, the resourc-
es, even the world’s highest 
philosophy, and yet we lost 
our freedom. That can hap-
pen only when the inner 
message is ignored.

How else could a vast 
nation with immense re-
sources be subdued by 
small islands from thou-
sands of miles away, with-
out modern technologies 
of power and communi-
cation? Such a fall is pos-
sible only when people of 
the nation forget the inner 
strength that their highest 
wisdom gives them.

Unity as National 
Strength
We are all Indians, yet 
when we divide by caste, 
religion, ideology, region, 
or language, we turn com-

patriots into outsiders 
— and outsiders can eas-
ily turn into enemies. This 
weakens us from within.

History shows that when 
a people stay busy dividing 
themselves into insiders 
and outsiders, they invite 
domination from outside 
powers. A nation fractured 
within becomes easy prey 
to outside forces.

When Religion 
Becomes 
Superstition
When religion degenerates 
into superstition and blind 
ritual, it weakens the na-
tion. Where dharma falls, 
the nation falls. We must 
return to the Gita’s essence: 
self-knowledge and truth.

India suffered subjuga-
tion because we mistook 
dharma for mere ritual 
and blind belief. When 
true dharma, the path of 
knowledge and self-enqui-
ry, is lost, national strength 
collapses with it. Dharma 
takes you inward; chas-
ing outer directions is not 
dharma at all.

Subjugation 
Begins Within
In 1947 we broke politi-
cal chains. Today we must 
break the inner ones: con-
sumerism, sectarianism, 
and blind imitation. With-
out that, freedom is just a 
shell.

A people who ignore 
the enemies in their own 
hearts, narrow identities 
and beliefs, while focus-
ing only on external foes, 

risk repeating the condi-
tions that once led to their 
subjugation. If we remain 
careless toward these in-
ner enemies, history will 
recreate the very condi-
tions for foreign domina-
tion. Subjugation never 
comes by accident; it be-
gins when people abandon 
self-knowledge and fall to 
their inner foes.

Inner Swaraj: The 
Call of the Gita
National independence 
without spiritual clarity 
risks collapse from within. 
Political freedom with-
out self-governance of the 
mind leads to conflict, cor-
ruption, and misuse of 
rights. The Gita holds us 
answerable not only for 
our actions, but also for our 
thoughts and motives.

We must strive for inner 
swaraj by dissolving false 
identifications, living in 
truth, and acting from un-
derstanding rather than 
compulsion. Look into the 
mirror. See what beliefs, 
prejudices, and fears gov-
ern you, and ask where 
they come from, and how 
much truth lies in them. 
Truth alone is strength. 
One who stands with truth 
can be harmed physically, 
but never defeated.

The real celebration of 
Independence Day and 
Janmashtami lay not in 
hoisting flags or perform-
ing rituals, but in looking 
within to see what really 
governs us, and freeing 
ourselves through truth.

From Emotion to 
Awakening: The 
Gita’s Call for 
True Patriotism
Let patriotism be more 
than emotion; let it be a rise 
in awareness. Let us unite 
the Gita’s liberation with 
the Constitution’s liberty. 
Only when political swaraj 
is rooted in spiritual libera-
tion will India’s freedom be 
secure.

The true celebration of 
both days was the union of 
outer and inner freedom. 
To be free citizens in a free 
land, but also free beings 
in the mind — that is com-
plete independence.

Krishna’s Gita is not a 
book of escape but a manu-
al for fearless, wise engage-
ment with life. If we live it, 
the independence won on 
the battlefield of history 
will be safeguarded on the 
battlefield of life. May every 
citizen live with wisdom, 
discernment, and truth. 
Only then will both the 
nation and the individual 
truly rise.

Acharya Prashant, a phi-
losopher and teacher of global 
wisdom literature, is the 
founder of the PrashantAd-
vait Foundation. A bestselling 
author who brings timeless 
wisdom to urgent modern 
questions, he has been recog-
nised for his contributions 
to thought and ethics—with 
honours from PETA (‘Most 
Influential Vegan’), the Green 
Society of India (‘Environ-
mental Leadership’), and the 
IIT Delhi Alumni Association 
(‘National Development’).

Real Independence Demands Gita’s Clarity
True independence combines political freedom with spiritual liberation, as the Gita teaches inner 
clarity and self-governance.
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Artix 4.0 revolutionizes the art fair experience by transforming hotel rooms into intimate galleries, showcasing diverse Indian and international artistic talent 
in a luxurious, interactive setting.

German Ambassador Philipp Ackermann. Lighting the lamp by chief guests with co-founders at ARTIX 4.0 in New Delhi.


