
Aamir Khan’s son Junaid 
Khan and late star Sridevi’s 
daughter Khushi Kapoor are 
all set to come up with a light-
hearted drama ‘Loveyapa’.
Directed by Advait Chan-
dan, ‘Loveyapa’ is scheduled 
to be released on February 7.

On Friday, the makers un-
veiled the film’s trailer which 
is packed with comedy, 
drama and love. The trailer 
showcased the story of a 
young couple whose lives are 
exposed to each other after 
they exchange their mobile 
phones.

Recently, Aamir shared his 

initial reaction to the film af-
ter watching the rough cut.

“I have watched the rough 
cut. I liked this film. It is very 
entertaining. The way our 
lives have turned out these 
days due to cellphones, and 
the interesting things that 
happen in our life due to 

this have been shown here. 
All the actors have done a 
good job. When I watched 
the film and saw Khushi 
(Kapoor), I felt that I was 
watching Sridevi. Her en-
ergy was there, I could see. 
I am a huge fan of Sridevi,” 
Khan told ANI.

The ‘Ghajni’ actor also 
expressed his fan love for 
late actor Sridevi and found 
her similarities in the per-
formance of her daughter 
Khushi Kapoor.

“I am a very big fan of 
Sridevi. I always wanted to 
work with her. She was a 
brilliant artist. She always 
kept her talent latent when 
the camera was off. As soon 
as the camera starts rolling, 
she starts showing her true 
talent. She used to exude an 
energy which I found to be 
similar to Khushi Kapoor’s 
performance,” he added.

Ashutosh Rana, Tanvika 
Parlikar and Kiku Sharda 
are also a part of the movie.

Actor Ananya Panday re-
cently visited the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar, Punjab, 
to begin her weekend with 
a peaceful and spiritual ex-
perience.

The actor, accompanied by 
her mother Bhavana Pan-
dey and sister Rysa Pandey, 
took some time out to ex-
plore the serene atmosphere 
of the revered gurdwara.

Sharing glimpses from her 
visit on Instagram, Ananya 
posted a photo of herself 
inside the Golden Temple 
with folded hands, smiling 
peacefully while the gurd-
wara’s majestic backdrop 
loomed behind her.

For her spiritual sojourn, 
Ananya opted for a tradi-
tional white floral-printed 
suit. The actress also took 
her followers through the 
Golden Temple complex, 

showcasing the serene sur-
roundings.

After soaking in the 
spiritual atmosphere of the 
Golden Temple, Ananya 
and her family indulged in 
Amritsar’s renowned culi-
nary delights.

The actress posted a photo 
of herself holding a “kullad” 
(clay pot) while enjoying a 

hearty meal at a local res-
taurant.

Along with this image, 
Ananya shared mouthwa-
tering pictures of her meal, 
which included parathas 
and lassi.

On the work front, Anan-
ya Panday will be next seen 
in the upcoming romantic 
drama ‘Chand Mera Dil’, in 

which she stars alongside 
Lakshya.

Directed by Vivek Soni, 
the film is scheduled for re-
lease in 2025.

In her most recent Netf-
lix project, ‘CTRL’, Ananya 
portrayed Nella Awasthi, an 
influencer who turns to Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) after 
a difficult breakup.

Speaking to ANI in a re-
cent interview, Ananya’s 
mother, Bhavana Pandey, 
expressed her pride in her 
daughter’s journey.

Reflecting on Ananya’s 
hard work and the chal-
lenges she overcame in her 
career, Bhavana said, “I’m 
very grateful. I know she’s 
worked hard and everyone 
does. She’s worked hard. 
But the idea is to put your 
head down and work hard 
and take the important, 
necessary criticism in your 
stride and work even hard-
er. And the rest is noise.”
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Ajay Jain, the visionary 
founder of Kunzum, Delhi’s 
beloved indie bookstore, 
has always championed 
the cause of reading as a 
transformative experience. 
Through Kunzum, he has 
cultivated a space that goes 
beyond bookshelves to fos-
ter a community of avid 
readers and literary enthu-
siasts.

Jain reflected on the cura-
tion of books at Kunzum, a 
unique selection often hard 
to find in traditional book-
stores. “The first time visi-
tors often get surprised by 
our eclectic collection,” he 
said. “That’s because we lis-
ten to our readers. We take 
their recommendations 
seriously and meticulously 
curate titles that matter to 
them.”

However, he acknowl-
edged the challenges of 
modern reading habits. 
“Post-pandemic, people are 
slipping back into fleeting 
digital pleasures. OTT plat-
forms, social media—they 
are all quick fixes offering 
bursts of dopamine. But 
these distractions take a toll 
on long-form reading,” he 
noted.

Jain passionately advo-
cated for promoting read-
ing not just as a pastime but 
as a vital aspect of mental 
well-being. “I keep telling 
the industry: we’re not talk-

ing enough about the joy of 
reading. It’s not about direct 
benefits; it’s about the sheer 
pleasure it brings.”

Linking it to mental 
health, he added, “When I 
hear about mental health 
challenges today, I believe 
we need to reconnect with 
nature, disconnect from 
technology, and return 
to simple joys—reading a 
book, writing, or even a 
communal dinner. These 
activities satisfy us in ways 
technology never can.”

On the topic of Kunzum’s 
growth, Jain shared a sur-
prising revelation. “On 
day zero, I dreamt of 100 
stores. But now, I am con-
sidering consolidating to 
a single flagship store in 
Delhi’s GK2. Expansion 
often pulls you away from 
the culture and vision that 
built the brand. I want to 
focus on promoting the 
idea of reading, not just 
selling books.”

Jain has recently launched 
a unique initiative—a ‘grad-
uate programme in read-
ing.’ Under this programme, 
readers can earn certifica-
tions as they complete mile-
stones. “For every bench-
mark—say, six books—you 
get a certificate. You can 
progress to diplomas, bach-
elor’s, or even a doctorate in 
reading,” he explained. “It’s 
a self-scoring system be-
cause the true beneficiary 
is you.”

To ensure engagement, 
Jain emphasized the impor-
tance of gentle reminders. 
“People sign up enthusias-
tically but often lose track. 
We will stay connected 
without being intrusive, 
celebrate milestones, and 
create communities of like-

minded readers.”
Jain also spoke excitedly 

about the upcoming Kun-
zum New Year Evening on 
January 19, 2025, from 5:00 
to 8:00 p.m. at Kunzum GK2. 
“This will be a unique event 
where authors and publish-
ers can mix with their read-
ers socially over snacks and 
beverages,” he shared. The 
evening will include games, 
door prizes, book signings, 
and special offers on pur-
chases. “It’s a celebration 
of the community we have 
built and the love for books 
that binds us together,” he 
added.

Reflecting on India’s lit-
erary ecosystem, Jain ob-
served, “We are not building 
an ecosystem conducive to 
publishing. From identify-
ing potential books to ef-
fective marketing, we don’t 
complete the arc. There’s 

a lot of production but not 
enough focus on the block-
busters or the truly impact-
ful stories. And even the 
good books don’t always get 
the attention they deserve.” 
Jain reiterated his belief 
in the power of books to 
shape individuals and com-
munities. “Reading shapes 
perspectives. It enriches 
conversations. At Kunzum, 
I see a distinct difference in 
those who engage deeply 
with books—they are a dif-
ferent breed. And there’s no 
reason why everyone can’t 
experience that transfor-
mation.”

Through initiatives like 
the ‘graduate program in 
reading’ and events such as 
the Kunzum New Year Eve-
ning, Ajay Jain continues to 
rekindle the love for read-
ing—one book, one reader, 
one conversation at a time.

Swami ViVekananda: Struggle, 
reSilience, and legacy

In honor of Swami Vi-
vekananda’s birthday, 
celebrated as Youth 

Day, seminars, meetings, 
and resolutions around 
youth empowerment take 
centerstage. The discus-
sions surround Swami Ji’s 
feat in taking Vedanta to 
the world, yet the immense 
struggles and challenges 
he faced often go unac-
knowledged. His journey - 
marked by opposition, ridi-
cule, financial hardships 
and poor health - reveals 
the challenges of a genuine, 
truth-loving individual and 
a social reformer. Despite 
being a spiritual giant, his 
progressive Vedantic teach-
ings faced tremendous re-
sistance, specifically from 
the society he aimed to up-
lift. His story reminds us of 
the human side behind his 
extraordinary mission. 

It is common practice to 
elevate and idolize great 
individuals—be it Ram, 
Krishna, sages, or saints—
by weaving magical stories 
and attributing mystical 
powers to them. Our motto 
has been to place great indi-
viduals on a high pedestal, 
and this allows us to dis-
miss their achievements as 
purely divine, sparing us 
the challenge of recogniz-
ing our own human po-

tential for greatness. This 
mindset prevents us from 
truly learning from their 
lives and avoids the respon-
sibility of driving meaning-
ful change. Idolizing them 
as superhuman shields us 
from the challenge of ris-
ing up to their standards of 
perseverance, courage, and 
dedication.

This tendency of ours 
extends to Swami Vive-
kananda as well. Popular 
narratives about him often 
focus on the divine and ex-
traordinary aspects of his 
personality, overshadow-
ing the very real struggles 
and challenges he faced 
as a human being. Swami 
Vivekananda’s journey 
was fraught with immense 
challenges, as detailed in his 
letters to friends, students, 
and well-wishers.

Despite the popular no-
tion that his visit to Chicago 
in 1893 was universally 
celebrated, he faced signifi-
cant opposition, especially 
from orthodox Indian and 
American religious groups 
who criticized his attire, 
language, and eating habits. 
In a letter to Haridas Vihari-
das Desai in 1894, Swami ji 
sharing his frustration with 
the destructive behavior 
of slanderers wrote, “The 
whole world is full of mischief-
NaLers and fauMtfinders� &WerZ 
successful man must have their 
bands at his heels. These para-
sites, in the shape of critics, will 
eat up all that you can do, and 
in return, will leave you their 
load of dirt to carry.”

Swami Ji’s work required 
funds, but financial sup-
port was hard to come by. 
He appealed to common 

people, rejecting wealth 
from those who could not 
comprehend his vision. De-
spite lecturing extensively 
in America, resistance 
from Christian missionary 
groups and Hindu institu-
tions hindered his efforts. 
Established Hindu orga-
nizations, seeing him as a 
threat to tradition, actively 
worked to obstruct him, 
both in India and abroad. 
Swami Ji lamented that 
even his countrymen in 
America spread false pro-
paganda against him. De-
spite working tirelessly, he 
faced apathy and rejection, 
which started affecting his 
health. Swami Ji’s 1897 let-
ter to Sister Nivedita wrote, 
“I am caught here in a web of 
misery... my health is breaking 
down, and I do not know how 
long I can hold out... I feel my 
body breaking under the strain 
of work and worry.”  

By 1900, his health had 
worsened due to relentless 
efforts to raise funds. In 
a letter to Miss Josephine 
MacLeod, he candidly ad-
mitted, “There is no money, 
endless hard work, and still no 
outcomes.” Crowds would 
gather to hear him speak 
for free but disappeared 
when asked for contribu-
tions. This lack of support 
deeply saddened him and 
ultimately cost him his life.

When informed by Alas-
inga Perumal in 1895, that 
Indian newspapers were 
maligning him, Swami Ji 
wrote “India must have a good 
deal of abuse hurled against 
me. If you hear some of the 
fiMthZ stories the orthodoY Nen 
and women invent against me, 
you will be astonished. Now, do 

you mean to say that a Sannya-
sin should go about defending 
himself against the brutal and 
cowardly attacks of these self-
seeking men and women?... 
Here am I struggling day and 
night in the midst of stranger…
What help does India send?” 
denoting it a culture of 
‘chidra-anveshan’ (fault-
finding). He attributed such 
behavior to jealousy, noting 
it as a primary defect of en-
slaved societies.

To weaken Swami Ji’s re-
solve for his mission, he 
received assaults not only 
on his work but also on 
a personal level. He was 
swindled out of his per-
sonal money, generously 

given by a patron, to buy a 
house for his ailing, elderly 
mother.  Expressing his dis-
gust on 6 August 1899, he 
wrote in a letter to Mrs. Ole 
Bull, “The aunt whom you saw 
had a deep-laid plan to cheat 
me, and she and her people 
contrived to sell me a house for 
6,000 rupees or 400 pounds, 
and I bought [it] for my mother 
in good faith. Then they would 
not give me possession, hoping 
that I would not go to court for 
the shame of taking forcible 
possession as a Sannyasin. I do 
not think I have spent even one 
rupee from what you and oth-
ers gave me for the work. Cap. 
Sevier gave me 8,000 Rs. with 
the eYpress desire of heMping NZ 

mother. This money, it seems, 
has also gone to the dogs”  

During his time, we let 
Vivekananda down by 
subjecting him to intense 
opposition, causing him 
to endure severe financial 
struggles and relentless 
criticism. If we believe that 
we have learned a lesson 
from the wrongs we com-
mitted against Swami Ji and 
would today show kindness 
to someone like him, we are 
sadly mistaken. What was 
Swami Ji challenging back 
then? The youth of that time 
believed that life was all 
about weakness and misery 
and defeat and subjugation. 
He wasn’t really challeng-

ing weakness per se; he was 
challenging conditioning. 
It’s just that in those times, 
conditioning expressed it-
self as a weakness.

If Vivekananda were here 
today, he would address 
the deeper conditioning of 
our time—the beliefs and 
confidence we hold. Swami 
Ji’s work would be equally 
difficult today since beliefs 
have changed; the believer 
has not. The one who loves 
to live in beliefs has not 
changed; it’s just that he 
has changed his beliefs. He 
would tell today’s youth 
to challenge this relentless 
consumption. He would say 
that believing in something 
without thorough inquiry 
is mere superstition. True 
inquiry doesn’t stop at the 
belief itself but probes the 
believer—asking why they 
hold onto certain assump-
tions. Without this self-
inquiry, any belief becomes 
superstition.

Today’s dominant super-
stition and primary con-
ditioning revolve around 
consumption. We equate 
happiness with acquiring 
more possessions, experi-
ences, and resources. This 
mindset has led us to con-
sume not just things but 
even our bodies, others’ 
bodies, and the earth’s re-
sources, all under the guise 
of personal choice or life’s 
purpose.

To eradicate superstition, 
we need to think of what 
we consider normal, obvi-
ous, and commonsensical. 
It is that which we take as 
common sense that is de-
feating us; that is a nemesis. 
That which we think of as 

obvious and certain and 
feel very assured of — so as-
sured of that you don’t even 
want to question it — that’s 
what is defeating us.

Swami Vivekananda 
would have stressed the 
importance of enriching 
our education system to fo-
cus on inner development 
and teach us to inquire 
about the believer, one who 
wants to consume. Without 
understanding the reasons 
behind our thoughts, de-
sires, or actions, even our 
most passionate pursuits 
result in harm rather than 
fulfillment.

On this Youth Day, let us 
honor his legacy by accept-
ing the power of education, 
inquiry, and the lessons 
drawn from life’s struggles. 
Let us recognize the hu-
maneness of such a remark-
able individual, acknowl-
edging his perseverance 
and unwavering love for the 
truth instead of attributing 
his greatness to divinity or 
mystical origins. Only then 
can we truly learn from his 
example and challenge the 
limitations and fears within 
ourselves to break through 
boundaries. 
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