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SOUL JOURNEY:
FROM ANIITTO
THE ASHRAM

Acharya Prashant o
is a mystic and
spiritual teacher
who left behind
the lucrative
fields of IIT and
IIM to pursue
something...
deeper. Aniket
Prasanth unveils
the thoughts in
the guru’s
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hey  say
that not ev-
eryone who
wanders
is lost, and not all
who tread the trod-
den path are stead-
fast. At a time when
people flock to the IITs and IIMs
like sheep being herded to greener
pasture by the ever-vigilante shep-
herd (the students being the sheep
and the parents the shepherd in this
context), one man decided to turn
a blind eve to the lure of hefty pay-
checks and promotions and instead,
opened his third eye to the world of
spiritualism.

Acharya Prashant, the founder
of the Advait Movement that is rapid-
Iy gaining pace across various social
platforms, is something of a prodigw
He excelled at academics, securing
top grades and honours before study-
ing at both IIT Delhi and ITM Ahmed-
abad, besides also gaining admission
to the Civil Services simultaneously
He was almost spoilt for choice, one
could say But Acharva wanted to
seek out that which lies bevond the
realm of temporary satisfaction. "I
never truly left anything behind. One
has knowledge, wealth, fashion, edu-
cation and so on. One must decide
what one should devote these attri-
butes to, a certain cause or mission,
s0 to speak. You can use them for
saving disappearing species or mini-
mising climate change. Since I hawe
the required resources, I decided to
dedicate my efforts to such critical
causes,” says Acharva. He states that

Spirit

guide

Our ancient
systems of
knowledge can-
not be directly
imbibed within
the contempo-
rary systems of
teachings, but
can be adapted
accordingly
Acharya
Prashant
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he has moved towards ‘some-
thing bigger', something of a
larger calibre.

The Advait Movement provides
solutions to those issues that cannot
be solved by technology or science
- wars, family conflicts, dualities,
divorces and the like. It seeks to ‘ad-
dress the minds of men’, which is
where Acharva believes these prob-
lems stem from. “We hawe Advait
Learning Camps being conducted
four to five times every month,” he
says. His institute hosts Student
Development Programmes (SDP)
and Management Development Pro-
grammes (MDP), and his teachings
are carried across to his audience
via a plethora of ‘spiritual vehicles’,
including books, articles, videos and
transcriptions.

With over 3 lakh subscribers, his
YouTube channel has proved quite
successful in establishing him as
a major exponent of spiritualism.
“The Student Dewelopment Pro
gramme, which is now known as
the Holistic Individual Dewvelopment
Programme, is essentially an initia-
tion of voungsters into the spiritual
way of living. The Management De-
velopment Programme, on the other
hand, is aimed at working profes
sional,” he says. The spiritual teach-
er also subscribes to the opinion that
introducing religious components in
schools and colleges is essential for
the better ment of the students.

Reach Out: prashantadvaitcom
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Certificate course. We asked
Dr S K Sundararaman, Manag-
ing Trustee, why they stood out and €
here’s what he had to say. Excerpts:

What makes your institute
stand out when compared to
other B-Schools?
As a person looking at the industry
and academia for the last 20 years
and sitting on hoth sides of the ta-
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