
YouTube 2M Add as a preferred
source on Google

Home / Information

Acharya Prashant: India’s Foremost Spiritual Voice
at IITs, IIMs and Top Institutions
Acharya Prashant has captivated students at India's top institutions, delivering over 200 talks. His
rational approach to spirituality fosters deep engagement and inquiry among youth.
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On India’s toughest campuses, where equations, experiments, and deadlines usually set

the tone, another kind of voice has quietly taken root. It is the voice of Acharya Prashant. In

the past few years, he has delivered over 200 talks across universities and colleges,

including more than 100 at premier institutions like the IITs, IIMs, AIIMS, BITS, and IISc. No

other spiritual leader today finds this kind of welcome in the country’s elite academic

spaces.
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Why premier institutions keep inviting him back

For decades, campuses known for science and research were wary of spiritual talks.

Invitations often led to protests or resistance, with students and faculty questioning their

relevance. Yet, when Acharya Prashant steps in, the reception is different. At the Indian

Institute of Science, for example, the institute publicly hosted him, perhaps for the first time

welcoming a spiritual leader into its halls, precisely because his Vedantic approach to

spirituality is rational, questioning, and scientific.

ADVERTISEMENT

That is what differentiates him from others: Students and faculty don’t see him as a

preacher, but as a philosopher who speaks their language. His background as an IIT-IIM

alumnus and corporate professional gives him familiarity with their world, while his mastery

of Vedanta opens a doorway to something much deeper.

The unprecedented scale of engagement

The sweep of his presence is striking. In the IIT system, from the traditional giants like IIT

Delhi, IIT Bombay, IIT Kanpur, IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur and IIT Roorkee, to newer

powerhouses like IIT Guwahati and IIT Hyderabad, Acharya Prashant has addressed them

all, often the same campus multiple times. At IIT Delhi alone, his alma mater, he has been

invited back on six separate occasions. At BITS Pilani, too, he has been invited for five

sessions, showing a sustained interest across years.
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In management too, the picture is the same: the big four: IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore,

IIM Calcutta, and IIM Lucknow, have all hosted him. And not just the IITs and IIMs: leading

NITs like Trichy, Warangal, Calicut, Jamshedpur, Bhopal, among others, have welcomed

him as well. Within Delhi University, the top campuses: Hindu College, Hansraj College,

SRCC, and Kirori Mal College have also repeatedly invited him. Add to this AIIMS, IISc, and

BITS, and it becomes evident: there is hardly a major IIT, IIM, NIT, or DU college left where

Acharya Prashant has not spoken. What was once rare: Vedanta entering the classrooms

of India’s most rational spaces, has now become almost expected, because campuses

know that the students and faculty want him back.

What the sessions are like

His campus talks are not about rituals or sermons. They are probing conversations. At IITs

and IIMs, he has spoken about clarity in an age of confusion, freedom from fear, ethics and

responsibility, the meaning of success, and conscious living. At AIIMS, he has taken on

themes of women’s empowerment and compassionate care. The style is sharp, often

Socratic, pushing students to question what they usually take for granted.

Tangible impact

It is not unusual that regular classes are suspended when Acharya Prashant arrives on

campus: such is the demand from students and the scale of attendance. Yet, even when he

has spoken for three or four hours in a day, the impact does not end when the lecture hour

closes. At IIT Roorkee and IIT Delhi, students were so eager that they sent special requests

to continue the discussions the very same night. Acharya Prashant obliged, returning to

hold post-midnight sessions where hundreds stayed back. These spontaneous gatherings

have already become part of campus folklore, remembered as nights when the campus

itself turned into an arena of restless inquiry.
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And his own alma mater has recognized the depth of this influence: the IIT Delhi Alumni

Association honored him with its prestigious Outstanding Contribution to National

Development (OCND) award, acknowledging that his voice is shaping not only campus

conversations but also the nation’s conscience.

The digital echo

This demand is also fuelled by his unprecedented digital presence. With over 90 million

online followers, Acharya Prashant is already the most followed spiritual leader in the world.

Clips from his campus sessions often go viral, circulated across X, Instagram, and

WhatsApp by individuals, institutions, and on some occasions even prominent political

parties. By the time he arrives on campus, many students are already his ardent listeners.

Institutions recognize this: inviting him is not only about a single lecture, but about engaging

with the larger youth movement that surrounds him.

Beyond India’s borders

His appeal is not limited to India. He has been invited to speak at institutions like the

University of California Berkeley, Bard College in New York, and BITS Pilani’s Dubai

campus, carrying his Vedantic inquiry to global institutes of prominence.

A new kind of renaissance

The repeated invitations point to something larger than personal popularity. They suggest a

shift in what India’s youth, especially in its most competitive environments, are seeking. In

an age of consumerism, information overload, and stress, they are turning not to borrowed

motivation, but to the truth that can stand up to reason. And they see only one voice that

represents that Truth: Acharya Prashant.

A new leg: Book awareness tours

Acharya Prashant’s campus journey has now opened into another phase: book awareness

tours. When BITS Pilani learned of his upcoming book with HarperCollins, they invited him

for a special session dedicated to it. Similar sessions have taken place at NIT Goa and IIT

Kanpur, with more scheduled at institutions like IIT Goa, IIT Madras, and others.

The book, Truth Without Apology, is unlike anything students usually encounter: 180

concise one-page chapters that cut directly into the core issues of life: fear, success,

relationships, ambition, freedom, etc. Each chapter is a window into Vedantic clarity, making

the timeless wisdom immediately accessible to young minds.

The closing note

With 200+ talks across campuses and 100+ in India’s premier institutions, Acharya

Prashant today stands alone as the most invited spiritual teacher in the country’s academic

life.

From Doordarshan screens to IIT lecture halls, from AIIMS auditoriums to IIM classrooms,

his journey shows how Vedanta can re-enter the nation’s bloodstream: not as ritual, but as
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inquiry. For students and faculty alike, his presence has become a reminder that the search

for clarity belongs as much in classrooms and labs as it does in temples or bookshelves.
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