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The Silent Salience of PrashantAdvait Foundation
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At the heart of PAF's work sits the Gita Mission, arguably the world's largest structured programme for the study of
wisdom literature
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PrashantAdvait Foundation, founded in 2015 by Acharya Prashant, has grown from a small volunteer-driven outfit in
Greater Noida into a global force touching millions of lives, largely without the fanfare that typically accompanies
such scale.
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We live in an age where wisdom often gets packaged as weekend retreats and Instagram aesthetics. Yet, one
organisation has been quietly building something far more substantial. PrashantAdvait Foundation, founded in 2015 by
Acharya Prashant, has grown from a small volunteer-driven outfit in Greater Noida into a global force touching millions
of lives, largely without the fanfare that typically accompanies such scale.
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In what year was the PrashantAdvait
Foundation founded?

O 2020
O 2015
O 2005
© 2010
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The numbers tell part of the story: over 150,000 students enrolled in its flagship Gita Mission from 100+ countries, 3.3
million app downloads, 90 million+ social media followers across platforms, plus lakhs of paperback books sold yearly.
But numbers rarely capture what makes something meaningful. What sets PAF apart is its stubborn commitment to
depth in an era of shortcuts, and its insistence that genuine wisdom should be accessible to anyone willing to engage
with it, regardless of their bank balance.
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Origins and Philosophy

Acharya Prashant's own trajectory defies easy categorisation. An IIT Delhi engineer, IIM Ahmedabad management
graduate, and Civil Services qualifier, he walked away from the conventional paths these credentials typically lead to.
Instead, he chose to teach wisdom. Not the sanitised, feel-good wisdom that sells well, but a rigorous engagement with
deep philosophy that demands something of its students.
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The Foundation operates under the vision of "Creation of a new humanity through Intelligent Spirituality" In practice,
this translates to an approach that emphasises critical inquiry over blind faith, real-world application over ritualistic
practice. The curriculum doesn't limit itself to Indian texts either. Buddhism, Sufi poetry, Stoicism, Taoism, existentialist
thought: all find their place alongside the Bhagavad Gita and Upanishads. This isn't spirituality as escape. It's wisdom as
confrontation, with one's conditioning, assumptions, and the comfortable lies we tell ourselves.

Also Read - AP ICET-2026 Exam Results Released

The Gita Mission: Scale Meets Depth

At the heart of PAF's work sits the Gita Mission, arguably the world's largest structured programme for the study of
wisdom literature. What began as modest online sessions has evolved into an elaborate ecosystem: separate English
and Hindi communities, each with dedicated curricula and forums; monthly live sessions on Zoom; over 2,500 hours of
recorded discourse; and a community forum buzzing with millions of post views every month.

The English track runs five sessions monthly. Three dive deep into Vedantic texts verse by verse, while two explore global
wisdom literature from Zen koans to Graeco-Roman philosophy. The Hindi track offers its own formats: sessions on the
Gita, the bhakti saints like Saint Kabir and Saint Rumi, and various Vedantic scriptures. Across both, over 450 sessions
have been conducted to date.
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But here's what really sets the programme apart: rigorous and regular examinations. Seventeen of them every month,
conducted through the app. These aren't your typical religious quizzes asking who said what to whom. They test
whether participants can actually apply philosophical insights to real-life dilemmas. Can you use what Krishna told
Arjuna when facing your own workplace conflict or family pressure? That's what these exams probe. Media reports have
compared the rigour to India's competitive examinations, not exactly faint praise in a country obsessed with academic
testing.

Recognition and Awards

PAF has accumulated an impressive set of institutional achievements. In June 2024, it conducted the largest online
Bhagavad Gita examination ever recorded, officially acknowledged by the India Book of Records that July. Students
from across the globe answered 50 questions in 90 minutes, with media reports comparing the rigour to India's
competitive examinations.

In February 2025, the India Book of Records recognised PAF for conducting the longest discourse hours on Vedanta by a
spiritual organisation.. This marked a significant milestone in making Vedantic teachings accessible at unprecedented
scale.

On World Environment Day 2025, the Green Society of India presented PAF with the "Best Animal Welfare Organisation"
award. The award honoured the Foundation's work in 2024 promoting compassionate living and directly saving the lives
of more than a million animals through awareness campaigns. PAF's efforts helped over 50,000 families move away
from animal-based products that year. The Foundation also played a major role in reducing animal sacrifices at Nepal's
Gadhimai Festival, the world's largest animal sacrifice event, working alongside Humane Society International/India and
People For Animals.

Digital Infrastructure: Where Technology Serves Wisdom

PAF has embraced technology not as a gimmick but as a genuine enabler. The Acharya Prashant app, downloaded over
3.3 million times, serves as the hub for everything: live sessions, exam participation, recorded content, community
forums, and more.

One standout feature is "Ask AP," an Al tool trained on Acharya Prashant's archive of 10,000+ articles. Users can pose
questions about life, relationships, career, philosophy, and receive responses drawn from this vast repository of
teachings. It's not a replacement for direct engagement, but it extends access in ways previously impossible.

The app also houses an extensive content library: short clips for quick reflection, in-depth video series on everything
from Upanishadic texts to contemporary issues, a current affairs section examining news through a philosophical lens,
and collections of quotes and posters. E-books and physical books remain available through the integrated AP Books
feature.

The community forum deserves special mention. Here, students share daily reflections, discuss session content, learn
from each other's journeys, and answer daily quizzes and wisdom activities. Apart from that, Over 4,000 questions get
answered through the system, creating a peer-learning environment that amplifies the formal instruction.

The Foundation has reports a few stats to highlight the level of community engagement, community engagement:
Over a 6 month period from June to December 2025, the community posts have had over 200 million views, members
have seen a cumulative of 1770 million minutes of live-sessions, and over 130 million recorded-session minutes beyond
the live classes. These stats clearly denote a level of engagement that is unprecedented in recent times.

Breaking New Ground: The PVR INOX Partnership

In 2025, PAF did something nobody quite expected: it partnered with PVR INOX, India's largest cinema chain, to
broadcast live sessions in multiplexes across the country. The first event at PVR Bhopal in April filled every seat. On
International Yoga Day, "Yoga in the Light of the Gita" went out live from Goa to 45+ cities simultaneously. It was the first
time a Bhagavad Gita discourse had ever been delivered through cinema infrastructure.

Audiences in Mumbai, Pune, Gurugram, Patna, Indore, and Bhopal sat in darkened theatres not for the latest
blockbuster but for a 2.5-hour philosophical discourse. The Janmashtami event that August, "Seventeen Hours with the
Gita," drew hundreds in-person in Goa, thousands in cinemas nationally, and tens of thousands streaming online.

Kamal Gianchandani, Chief Business Planning & Strategy at PVR INOX, put it well: the collaboration reflects a belief that
'cinema can offer not just escape, but elevation." For enrolled Gita Mission students, these screenings came free of
charge.

Accessibility as Core Principle

What does it cost to access all this? Roughly 50-100 per month, less than a cup of coffee at most urban cafes. That
covers live sessions, the complete archive of recordings, community access, daily activities, counselling support, and
exam participation.

For those who cannot afford even that, scholarships exist. Anyone facing financial hardship can request free access
simply by reaching out to the Foundation. Contributions above the minimum go toward supporting other students and
initiatives. The message is unambiguous: money should never be a barrier to wisdom.

This commitment to accessibility extends offline too. PAF operates what has been called India's largest book stall
network for philosophical literature. These stalls reach not just metros but tier-2 cities, tier-3 towns, and rural
communities, places where internet connectivity remains patchy but the hunger for meaning persists.

Beyond the Gita Mission

The Foundation's work extends well beyond scriptural study. Programmes on animal welfare and veganism advocacy,
women's empowerment, climate awareness, and youth engagement at premier educational institutions all fall under
PAF's umbrella. Each connects back to the philosophical framework at the organisation's core: ethical and social
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concerns as natural extensions of self-inquiry, not separate domains.

Acharya Prashant's "Operation 2030" initiative, launched alongside his environmental award, aims to awaken India's
youth to the climate emergency. Not through guilt or fear, but through the kind of inner clarity that enables right action.

The Team Behind the Mission

None of this happens without people. PAF runs primarily through dedicated full-time members, including alumni from
IITs, [IMs, and international institutions, supported by volunteers across the country and abroad. They handle content
production, technology development, counselling, outreach, publishing, and everything else that keeps a global
operation running.

What draws accomplished professionals to leave conventional careers for this? Perhaps the same thing that drew
Acharya Prashant away from Corporate life: a sense that the usual markers of success don't quite add up, and that
working toward genuine human welfare offers something more substantial.

Growth Without the Noise

The Gita Mission alone has grown from 30,000 participants in early 2024 to over 150,000 by late 2025, a five-fold
expansion in eighteen months. The global spread now covers 100+ countries across six continents. This isn't just Indian
diaspora; seekers from Europe, the Americas, Africa, East Asia, and Oceania have found their way to the programme.

A prominent media house has described PAF as running "the world's largest Gita teaching-testing programme." Yet for
all its scale, the Foundation maintains a curious low profile. No celebrity endorsements, no glossy marketing campaigns,
no viral stunts. Growth has come through word of mouth, volunteer effort, and the simple proposition that what's being
offered here actually works.

Looking Ahead

PrashantAdvait Foundation sits at an interesting juncture. It has achieved scale that most spiritual organisations never
approach, yet it has done so without diluting its core commitment to rigorous, demanding engagement with wisdom
traditions. The PVR INOX partnership hints at new frontiers. What other spaces might be transformed into venues for
philosophical inquiry?

The challenges of maintaining depth at scale are real. Any organisation growing this fast faces questions about quality
control, about whether what worked in intimate settings translates to mass delivery. PAF seems aware of these tensions;
its examination system, counsellor support, and community structures all suggest an attempt to preserve rigour even as
numbers swell.

What remains most striking, perhaps, is the Foundation's quiet perseverance. In a world where spiritual teachers
compete for attention with increasingly elaborate productions, PAF simply does its work. The assumption seems to be
that if what you offer is genuine, people will find their way to it.

So far, the evidence suggests that the assumption isn't misplaced. From a small operation in Delhi NCR to a global
presence touching millions, PrashantAdvait Foundation has demonstrated that depth and scale need not be enemies,
and that there remains, even now, a vast hunger for wisdom that takes itself seriously. The silent salience, it turns out,
speaks loudly enough.
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